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Boat Chase
Font - Design, Illustration

Tutors:
Mauro Paolozzi, Martin Woodtli

March 2020
1st Year of Studies

To become more advanced in the program Illustrator we made an examina-
tion of an electronic device. I decided to disassemble a hard drive. The  
final outcome of the examination became the inspiration and basis for my 
font “Boat Chase”. “Boat Chase” is a song title by the group “Legowelt”, 
which I got allotted to design a record cover for. My first attempts were 
made on a lightbox, taking deconstructions from the examination as  
templates for the first spontaneous typefaces. Soon after I noticed a shape 
on the hard drive that reminded me of a boat. Therefore, I used it as a 
starting point for the font. Like the song itself the “Boat Chase” font is very 
striking, absurd and independent. 













Herausfinden, statt Aufgeben
Typography, Concept, Authorship

Tutors:
Tobias Klauser, Felix Pfäffli

November 2020
2nd Year of Studies

Within 30 minutes, each student had the chance to assign a task to his  
fellow students via Teams. This included instruction on how to create ma-
terial, which could then be integrated into the final product. I sent my 
classmates an Illustrator file in which an empty room was depicted. They 
were appointed to create a crime scene with at least one dead person,  
one decoration and a piece of furniture in it. After 20 minutes, they received 
the final assignment from me to name an adjective, a verb and a noun  
that either suited their crime scene or not. After that I wrote short stories, 
imbedding the three words mentioned. The scene is placed on the front  
of the “Herausfinden, statt Aufgeben”-card, with an If-/Then-sentence ad-
dressing the short story on the back. 













Corona Colada
Corporate Design, Illustration

Tutors:
Mauro Paolozzi, Lorenz Meier

December 2020
2nd Year of Studies

In this project, each student got a word mark, a claim and a logo, which 
were designed by their classmates. Out of these three elements, we had to 
establish a fictional company and come up with a corporate design for it. 
In my case, I got the word mark of Basil Hefti, the claim of Tatjana Skakavac 
and the logo of Anna Messenger. When I saw all of these three things to-
gether it was clear to me that I would be doing a corporate design for a com- 
pany that organizes events. I changed the claim and the logo a little bit and 
adjusted the kerning of the word mark. Therefore, the claim has become  
a friendly invitation rather than a loud warning and the logo a new realiza-
tion, which now shows a hidden smiley.





Basil Hefti



Tatjana Skakavac



Anna Messenger



stay home and touch no one.
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stay home and touch no one.





Master’s Degree Concert
Poster Design, Illustration, Typography

Tutors:
Martin Woodtli, Felix Pfäffli, Martin Infanger

May 2021
2nd Year of Studies

Do you hear sounds when you look at a picture? The University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts Lucerne – Music commissioned us to design the post- 
er for their Master’s Degree Concert. Especially important to me was  
that the music is apparent on the poster. So-called Graphic Scores were 
my inspiration, which are visually abstract notations. For me that meant, 
headphones on, paper ready, pen in my hand and focus on the sounds. To 
create an exciting overall picture with different notations and diverse  
elements, I listened to songs from various genres. After creating analogue 
images, I came up with the idea of incorporating digital elements. The  
digitally designed elements allow the world of shapes to harmonize even 
better with the rhythmically employed typography. 











Screen Print
Illustration, Screen Print

Tutor:
Martin Infanger

2021 Since we have the great opportunity to screen print in school, I took the 
chance with Madlen Nitsch to print on clothes. We had the introduction to 
screen printing a few months ago during the Colourful Greetings - project 
where we had learned different printing techniques, including screen print-
ing. This resulted with colourful A5 cards which I did together with Eva  
Affentranger. Therefore, printing on fabric was something new for Madlen 
and me. The designs of the clothes are overall inspired by fashion trends 
and social media contents.

Colourful Greetings - project





















Not a Quick Easy Read
Editorial Design, Authorship, Bookbinding

Tutors:
Patrina Strähl, Markus Wicki, Marco Backer

October 2021
3rd Year of Studies

“Not a Quick Easy Read” is a book compiled from the material of 23 stu-
dents. The material was created during a three-day stayover at the  
Andreas Züst Library in Appenzell during a study trip. In the end 230 im-
ages out of 230 books were collected from which each student had  
drawn the corresponding book cover. On the other hand, we had a conver- 
sation with an English-speaking person about books and reading. In my 
publication the text and picture elements are based on five rows which 
serve as “shelves” on the image pages. These so-called “shelves” are mod-
elled after the signature system of the Andreas Züst Library. This gets  
explained in the back of the book and is visually illustrated. With this reali-
sation I wanted to portray the library in my own kind of way.























Typotity
Illustration, Animation, Typography, Poster Design 

Tutors:
Flavia Mosele, Patrick Portmann, Kaspar Flückiger

July 2021
2nd Year of Studies

“Weltklasse” is a workshop organized by the Fachklasse Grafik Lucerne with- 
in the framework of the Weltformat Graphic Design Festival. Our class  
was given the task to design a key visual using moving typography, as well 
as Gif-animations and posters for the workshop. The theme of the 2021 
festival was “Designing Identities”. Together with Eva Affentranger I came 
up with the term “Typotity”. Each letter of the word “Weltklasse” has its 
own sequence in the short film which shows their identity. For this, the Stop- 
motion-technique was chosen which concluded with a stack of 361 pa-
pers. For the sound we used experimental “music”. Therefore, we recorded 
noises of paper rustling to glass clinking over fire crackling and various  
piano tones from which we were able to put together some unique and 
harmonious melodies. 

The video can be found at valeriebuehler.chvaleriebuehler.ch

https://valeriebuehler.ch












Qu’est-ce que ça veut dire impoli?
Layout, Illustration, Authorship

Tutors:
Philippe Desarzens, Christoph Fischer, Philippe Buschinger

October 2020
2nd year of study

During a two-week study trip to Geneva I studied the sitting and lying posi-
tions of the people in the Parc des Bastions. To us it’s normal that men  
usually sit wider than women. But I remember that as a little girl I always 
found it very irritating. In a newspaper that celebrates the 50th anni- 
versary of women rights in Switzerland, each student was allowed to design 
five pages. My pages include a dialogue between a 4-year-old girl named 
Charlène, who at the moment is in her “Why-Stage” and her mother who is 
trying to answer everything. The two of them walk through the Parc des  
Bastions as I did and at some point the question arises: “What does rude ac- 
tually mean?”. This question develops into an explanation why little Charlène, 
as a girl or a woman, is not allowed to sit as wide as the men. But why not? 
Don’t we have the same rights?















True Perception
Illustration, Sketching

Tutors:
Andrea Pfister, Lukas Hirschi

October 2019
1st Year of Studies

In order to practice our perception, we have been given the task of display-
ing three stones with their right colours, shadows and shapes. After time 
my attitude towards colours became more definite. All of a sudden green 
was no longer green but rather blue, and grey was no longer grey but  
a dirty veil of white. As a result of this new perception of colour, I dedicated 
myself to the fountain in our school courtyard. Through several years the 
metal took on a blend of blue, gold, green, turquoise and brown that imme-
diately attracted my attention. Aside this, I have analysed different  
objects and described their colours how I felt them on an emotional basis. 
Floury yellow, pillow white, pastel moss green…















Back to Self - Respect
Poster Design, Illustration

Tutors:
Martin Woodtli, Felix Pfäffli

May 2021
2nd Year of Studies

In today’s society with the growing performance pressure and various  
social media channels with apparently perfect ideals, self-respect is not 
an easy topic. If you don’t have self-confidence and lower yourself all  
the time, it’s not easy to escape “self-loathing”. My poster shows the brain 
of a person who is about to come out of this state and is in the middle  
of the healing process of his emotional wounds. Pure chaos prevails and 
the person is confused but slowly in small steps he is beginning to see  
the beautiful things again – starts to love himself again and change his way 
of thinking. The positive thoughts increase and become a constant com-
panion on the path back to self-respect. Amidst the chaos and uncertain-
ty, flowers start to bloom again and white birds to tweet. 

This poster was a part of a project for Clear Channel. 









Sorry, What?
Photography, Layout

Tutor:
Melchior Imboden

June 2021
2nd Year of Studies

When I developed a photo series of destroyed analogue pictures for the  
A Change Is Gonna Come - project I secondarily took a photo series in 
which I am seen as a disrespectful person in a waiting room. The theme of 
this series was respect as well, however its focus was on the term “pre- 
judice” and how a person’s appearance can affect the opinion of strangers. 
I asked myself the question: “What does a respectful or rather a disre-
spectful person look like?” In the small booklet that has emerged from the- 
se photos, typography has been integrated. The text printed on foil shows 
the thoughts of the person sitting opposite the “disrespectful” person  
in the picture. The thoughts of the “disrespectful” person are to be read 
on the backside of the picture. The two silent monologues end with a  
conversation that concludes with the result that the “disrespectful” person 
isn’t so rude after all. 

A Change Is Gonna Come - project













A Change Is Gonna Come
Photography, Typography

Tutors:
Martin Woodtli, Melchior Imboden

May 2021
2nd Year of Studies

This newspaper occurred parallel to the Back to Self-Respect poster. As  
a warm-up for these two projects we got the task of capturing the term 
“respect” with photography. I was interested in the impact that “disrespect” 
has on us. That is why I dedicated myself to analogue photography.  
I scratched, destroyed and devastated the photopaper before lighting it 
and thus treated it in a disrespectful manner and developed dynamic 
photography’s from harmless everyday pictures. Chaos, Turmoil, Negativi-
ty. Our everyday life becomes a wrecked world. In addition to making  
this world even more restless I collaged the already nervous pictures once 
again. As a contrast to this forbidden aesthetic devastation I included  
the lyrics by Sam Cook “A Change Is Gonna Come” which blends in with 
the chaos but tries to raise hope again. 

Back to Self-Respect poster















Colourful Greetings
Illustration, Offset print

Tutors:
Fabio Parizzi, Markus Wicki

February 2021
2nd Year of Studies

The terms “repetition, before after, copy, change and re-use” were the  
conditions on how we should engage with the design for five correspond-
ence cards. From the very beginning I knew I wanted to start analogue  
and then continue with Photoshop tools. To realise the term “change” I edit-
ed a watercolour drawing until it took the form of a jellyfish. The ten- 
tacles are a composite of spaghetti, puzzle pieces, jewellery, and ribbons. 
The same principle applied for the other cards. “Repetition” for example 
was embodied by the kaleidoscope pattern, however started with wax cray- 
on drawings. The “copy” card consists of different sketches and handwritten 
congratulations. Yet there are also cards without analogue approaches, 
such as the collaged “before after” card made of digitally designed images 
or the “re-use” card which is based on screenshots. 





















That’s me, Valerie Yien Ting Buehler, half Swiss, half Singaporean! 18 years old and an 
ambitious third grader at the Fachklasse Grafik in Lucerne, Switzerland. I am filled  
with enthusiasm when I learn and get the chance to experiment with different new tech- 
niques. The thoughts, process and messages behind a project are in my opinion  
what make an excellent visualization to close perfectionism. I especially like the com-
bination of analogue and digital design and a mix of extraordinariness and simplicity. 
Thanks to a fundraising project, which I did at the end of my secondary education,  
I learned that the key to success of a project is structure and good time management. 
Challenges do not discourage me, but rather motivate me to perform my very best. 
Besides I cherish a good and strong corporation with other stakeholders to achieve 
great results.

In my free time I like to read kitschy romances that give me inspiration for my own 
book, which I’m currently writing. I also enjoy playing on my guitar to relax. Since my 
childhood I’ve been doing Karate and thanks to focus and concentration I’m close  
to the black belt. 

Hello :)
German: Native Speaker
English: Proficiency C2

Skills:
Adobe InDesign
Adobe Photoshop
Adobe Illustrator

Basic Skills:
Adobe XD
Adobe Lightroom
Html/Css
Adobe Premiere Pro
Glyphs

079 122 63 39
valerie.buehler@gmx.ch
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